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Farm Vets

With the rams out in the fields working hard, scanning will be fast approaching. Once you have the results, it's a good
time to look at your flock health.

Scanning ewes prior to lambing not only provides an overview of what to expect at lambing time but it also offers a
valuable insight into flock health and potential disease issues. Using scanning results to adapt your management
practices can help to improve lambing percentage and flock performance.
Ideally ewes should be scanned 80-100 days after the rams have been removed.
Targets:

e 170-200% for lowland flock

e 120-170% for upland flock

Benefits of scanning:

« Better allocation of feed for twin and triplet bearing ewes, helping prevention of metabolic diseases
« Avoids over feeding of single bearing ewes to reduce risk of foetal oversize
« Helps you identify losses and investigate flock performance trends for future years

The barren rate of a flock should ideally be <2%, however, following this year’s challenging summer we may potentially
see higher barren rates.

Poor conception rates — this is due to ewes not cycling during the mating period or fertilization failure. Things that can
affect conception rate include:

BCS

» Ewes should be tupped at BCS 2.5 to 3.5 depending on the breed
« Poor body condition score can result in poor ovulation and a low conception rate

Trace element status

e Selenium, iodine and cobalt deficiencies can affect fertility
Agelmaturity; ewe lambs will require good growth rates to reach maturity and therefore cycle regularly

Lameness; reduced mobility results in a reduction of mating activity
Worms and fluke burdens - can affect growth rates and BCS
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How many lambs have you lost between scanning and lambing? This figure is commonly overlooked, but it can provide
valuable information regarding underlying infectious or nutrition issues within the flock.

+ Toxoplasmosis

« Border disease
¢ Schmallenberg

Use barren ewes as an opportunity to investigate why they were barren and try to paint a picture of flock disease status.
Blood sampling — (6-8 barren ewes recommended)
Exposure to toxoplasmosis

« Typically the highest number of barren ewes is in the younger proportion of the flock
« This is not a confirmational diagnosis of toxoplasmosis but instead indication of exposure

Border disease

« Infection early in pregnancy can cause EED

« Trace elements and biochemistry

« Selenium deficiency, can cause EED 3-4 weeks after conception. Assess current levels to plan for the next breeding
season

« lodine deficiency, has been associated to reduced fertility

Bleed 6-8 ewes from each management group 4-6 week pre tupping to look at trace element status
« Based on results you may consider bolusing pre breeding

Vaccination
¢ Vaccines are available for both toxoplasmosis and EAE

Ram fertility MOT

BCS monitoring and management throughout the grazing season
g J J grazing Hannah Alexander

If you have any queries please give us a ring. :

LAMBING COURSE ‘ﬁ( hRISINaS %

We are holding a lambing course on 3rd February “_3 ) “i
2026 which will cover basic lambing tips, what to ¢
have on hand for lambing and neonatal care. VR G——
Venue TBC. :
contact us via
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you would like to put y_ou ame do to e — WhatSApp
attend, please contact the office. « Send video

- Send voicenotes 07441 368210
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